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PEACEFUL PERCY 


By Westbrook Wilson 



T HE TOWN was named “Lawless.” And 
with good reason. That is, until Peaceful 
Percy became sheriff. Then some of the wild 
bunch began calling it "Creampuff City.” It 
was this same wild bunch that had also hung 
the nickname, “Peaceful Percy” on the tall, 
gangling hombre who wore the silver star on 
his vest. His real handle was John J. Brick- 
house, but nobody ever called him that and, 
in fact, few even knew that was his name. They 
called him Percy—behind his back at first, 
and then, when they got up the nerve, right 
to his face. 

He didn’t mind. He had a saying, 

“Guns and lead 
May strike me dead. 

But names will never hurt me!” 

When Peaceful Percy first rode into Law¬ 
less City, Main Street was deserted, except for 
two of the shootingest hombres east or west 
of the Rockies. They were Hogleg Hank and 
Trigger Tumulty, each of whom had vowed to 
gun the other down at high noon. They were 
standing at either end of Main Street, ready 
to pour lead into each other. All the sensible 
people were lying on roof tops or under 
porches where they could get a good view of 
the match without any danger. 

They were amazed, startled, shocked and 
baffled when Percy suddenly rode right in be¬ 
tween the two gunmen and said, “I’m the new 
sheriff. Drop your hardware, gents.” 

Nobody could talk to Hogleg Hank and Trig¬ 
ger Tumulty like that. Instead of dropping 
their guns, they aimed at the new sheriff. And 
Percy, calm as you please, whipped a Colt out 
of each of his holsters and fired two shots, 
bang! bang! 

With his left-hand shot, he nipped the gun 
out of Hogleg’s hand. With his right-hand 
shot, he blazed lead that burst the barrel of 
Trigger’s weapon. Then he drawled, “Now if 
you two boys have any more guns on you, toss 


'em down in the dust. I speak in the name of 
the law!” 

Nobody could talk to Hogleg and Trigger 
like that. Nobody but Peaceful Percy. Trigger 
hauled out two more guns and Hogleg three. 
They tossed them on the ground. 

“Now you two step over here and shake 
hands. I want you to be friends,” suggested 
Percy. Hogleg stuck out his tongue at Trigger, 
and Trigger spat on the ground. Peaceful Percy 
twirled his two guns and thundered, “Shake 
hands!” 

Grudgingly they obeyed. Hogleg snarled, 
“You got the drop on us, lawman, an’ I'm dis¬ 
armed. Otherwise I wouldn’t touch this var¬ 
mint with a wagon tongue.” 

“Likewise,” snapped Trigger, cordially. 

The long, tall, gangling sheriff grinned and 
his eyes twinkled. “You are right, boys. I’ve 
got the upper hand. And I aim to keep it. And 
I aim to have you two helping me. I hereby 
swear you both in as deputies. Step forward 
and I’ll pin badges on your chests.” 

Both gunmen grumbled and growled and 
said they'd be danged if they would be snoopy 
lawmen. Percy went calmly about the business 
of pinning on the stars and talking to them 
like a Dutch Uncle. “You boys are disarmed 
so you haven’t got a thing to say about it. I 
don’t aim to let either one of you get a hand 
on another gun as long as I’m sheriff. And I 
intend to be sheriff for a long, long time.” 

Hogleg and Trigger looked at each other. 
They’d been mortal enemies only a few min¬ 
utes before. But now they seemed to find a 
bond in their predicament. They were friends, 
sort of, because they both hated the new sheriff. 

Trigger winked at Hogleg before he spoke. 
“So now we’re deputies, Sheriff. But how can 
we enforce the law without guns?” 

“Yeh. How?” echoed Hogleg. 

Peaceful Percy was nonchalant. He drawled, 
“That’s easy. Nobody in the whole town is 
(Continued on inside back cover) 
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a* <UaA, iiuuv 




15 THERE ANYTHIN© | JUST i 
Of* GREAT VALUE / FULL 
IN THE HOUSE ?>MTPr\ 


THIS NOTE MIGHT 8E A TRICK TO 
SCARE YOU AWAY SO SOME VARMINT 
CAN SNEAK IN HERE AND EMPTY 
YOUR SAFE WITHOUT FEAR OF YOUR 
CATCHING HIM IN THE ACT ! _^ 
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THAT'S A MIGHTY 


i suggest you REMOVE ALL 
THE MONEY FROM THAT SAFE 
ANO THEN FIND SOME PLACE 


CLOTHES AND LIE OOWN IN YOUR 
BED i IF THE HOM0RE WHO SENT 
YOU THAT NOTE IS SIMPLY AFTER 
THE MONEY IN THE SAFE, I'LL 
CATCH HIM AT IT 1 IP HE SHOULO 
BE AFTER YOU , I'LL CATCH HIM . 
WHEN HE BREAKS INTO 
.VOUR ROOM 1 


"WHAT GOOD 


WHO COULD 
THAT BE ? 
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WO! NOTHING'S WRONG 
JOU OWN GO, PETE i 


\ I SURE HAVE SHE'S 
D J A BEAUTIFUL AND 

^ wonderful sirl 

LE ) WHOM I HOPE TO 
i ? J MARRY ONE DAY — 
T-^IF I CAN ONCY TALK 
HER INTO HAWING ME J 
IF YUH THINK SHE HAD 
ANYTHING TO DO WITH 
. THESE NOTES.'lO'RE 
^ALL WRONG. LASH J 


THERE ANYTHING 
Ih-, WRONG?_ 


, THAT'S A GOOD 
POINT. BUT DIDN'T 
YOU NOTICE ANY¬ 
THING ELSE ? 


FIXED UP i 
HER AS t, 


, \ THAT'S RIGHT, JOE V 
ONE THREATENS TO * 
: / KILL YOU AND THE 
OTHER OFFERS TO GIVE 
■ YOU INFORMATION ABOUT 
THE KILLER J THiS 
DOESN'T MAKE SENSE! - 


I" ' «V«ACA^' 

[O'. 
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'I’LL SAY IT DOESN'T MAKE \w 

SENSE! but if yo're thinking a 

OF TYING MADAMCXSEU-E FIFI /© 
UP IN THIS, YOU'RE WRONG i / W* 
TOOT ISN'T HER WRITING! X 
WHEN I SAVE HER THE MONEY \ 
TO OPEN THE STOKE, SHE REFUSED ' 
TO TAKE rr EXCEPT AS A LOAN 
AND SHE SIGNED A NOTE PER. I 
TOE MONEY.! KNOW WHAT HER / 
WRITING LOOKS UKE ! fi 




, HELLO DEAR I T I HATE TO BOTHER YUH, DARLING, 1 

HAT BRINGS 1 BUT I JUST RECEIVED A TOREATEN- 
DU HERE ? V INS NOTE AND THE MARSHAL 

n _, war— 


ZE PLACE NAS BEEN EMPTY 
FOR MONTHS ; BUT ANYONE 
[COULD HAVE SNEAKED INZERe! 


IT'S TOO \ 
late for 1 

A DOCTOR, 
MAM ! HE'S , 


• 1 THAT'S VERY POSSIBLE l S 
7 t JUST NOTICED THESE 
'TWO UTTLE PEEP HOLES 
IN TOE WALL AND THIS 
I THIRD HOLE IS BIG ENOUGH 
1 TO HAVE RESTED A GUN 
NOZZLE IN IT J WHOSE r- 
SHOP IS NEXT DOOR ? 1 


ONE SHOT. 
HEEM y 
FROM \ I 
NEXT, \ 
DOOR 17 
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THERE'S NO SIGN OF ANYONE OUT HERE l IF HE DID \ 
JUMP OUT OF THIS WINDOW AFTER COINS THE i 
SHOOTING, BY NOW IT WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE TO 
PICK HIM OUT OF ALL THE OTHER PEOPLE WHO ARB 
NORMALLY WALKING ON MAIN STREET! I'LL NEED A 
CLUE IF I'M GOING TO GET ON HIS TRAIL 1 


BUT THE FIRST THING X WANT TO DO 
IS CHECK ON THESE HOLES ! I WANT 
TO MAKE SURE WHETHER A SUN 
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F THAT'S ODD ; VOU CAN'T SEE THE FRONT DOOR ORi 

EVEN JOE TUNGSTEN'S BODY FROM HERE ’ TUNGSTEN) , 
COULDN'T HAVE 8EEN SHOT FROM HERE UNLESS HE J 
HAD WALKED IN FRONT OF THESE PEEP SIGHTS, AND r 
KNOW HE NEVER DID THAT.' THESE PEEP HOLES AND , 
THAT GUN OPENING MUST HAVE BEEN PUT HERE JUST 
TO THROW THE LAW OFF THE TRACK i BUT IF TUNGSTEN 
WASN'T SHOT FROM HERE, HOW WAS THE MUROER . 
C=»v COMMITTED ? 


F MAV0E IF I COULD FIND OUT WHY THE MURDER ' 
WAS COMMITTED , I'D HAVE THE ANSWER TD HOW/ 
ALSO) OF COURSE MADAMOISELLE FIPI HAS A 

Good motive - - -tungsten's will ; but t know 

SHE DION'T SHOOT HIM, AS r HAD MY EYE ON HER 
ALL THE TIME---UNLESS SHE HAD A GUN ^ 
RIGGED UP TO THE DOOR ' ^ J 


<1 8UT THAT DOESN'T MAKE ) 
SENSE EITHER ; THE NOTE 1 
SAID FOR TUNGSTEN TO COME ) 
WITH SOMEONE ELSE AND IF / 
SHE HAD A GUN RIGGED UP TO ) 
THE DOOR, HOW COULD SHE 1 
TELL WHO'D ENTER FIRST.' ■ 

THE SECOND PARTY MIGHT HAVE 
^BEN KILLED BY MISTAKE ! r-r' 


NOW IF YOU'LL GET A SHEET OR A U 
BLANKET TO COVER THE BODY, I'LL^^H 

REMOVE JOE'S BELONGINGS i - 

FROM HIS POCKETS AND i— J. WEEL DO 
TURN THEM OVER TO yZK IMMEDIATELY; 
THE LAWYER TO ADD ) POOR MEESTER 
TO HIS INHERITANCE^/ TUNGSTEN (SOB) 


YOU LOOK PUKLED, 
MARSHAL ; EES . 
SOMETHING 
sWRONG 


--THE KILLER WAS INTHIS 
ROOM ALL ALONG .' BUT THAT 
DOESN'T SEEM POSSIBLE .' 
THERE ISN'T A SINGLE SPOT 
WHERE ANYONE COULD HIDE 
-> IN THIS ROOM I M. 
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IF YOU'LL GO MOTIF Y THE UNDERTAKER, I'LL TAKE 
CARE OF EVERYTHING ELSE AS SOON AS X GET 
BACK : x HAVE ONE CHORE THAT HAS To BE 
lDONE FIRST AND THEN I'LL TAKE OVER l / 


Shortly after, at the town's other pressmaker- 


I'D LIKE TO GET ONE FOR A FRIEND 
OP MINE ARE THEY ALL MADE 
LIKE THIS ? AREN'T THERE SOME 
YHICH HAVE MATERIAL ALL THE r 
WAY DOWN ? ___ I- 


NOi MATERIAL ALL 
THE WAY DOWN 
WOULON'T SERVE / 
ANY PURPOSE : ^ 

BUT OF COURSE IF 
YUH WANTED ONE 
LIKE THAT, I COULD 
HAVE IT MADE UP 
SPECIAL FER YUHi, 


) I'LL HAVE TO FIMD 11 

/OUT EXACTLY WHAT 
MY FRIEND LIKES 
v AND LET YOU KNOW 
\ THANKS FOR YOUR 
\ HELP MAM i _ 


I KNOW THIS WILL MAKE YOU HAPPY, 
MADAMOISELLE FIFI ! I KNOW WHO 
KILLED JOE TUNGSTEN 


THE THING THAT X HAVEN'T FIGURED 82 
OUT IS JUST HOW THE MURDER WAS- 
COMMITTED BUT THAT SHOULDN'T TAKE 
LONG i I'LL BE BACK <1, 

about an hour and m mM Wr—aati 

TELL YOU EVERYTHING'S 


PETE 1 WOULD YOU LIKE TO MAKE 

A DOLLAIRE DELIVERING A_^ 

[MESSAGE FOR ME Tt: 


I SURE WOULD, 


THE WAY THINGS ARE SHAPING UP, I' 
USE BACK IN LESS THAN AN HOUR ! 
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r—-^ howdy. ’ 
maqamoiseue 

PIFI i I SAID I'D 
Be BACK IN AN 
HOUR AND HERE 

am ; ^ 


THANK HEAYENSYOU ARE NOT DEAD i 
WE'D 8ETTER SO NEXT DOOR AND 
CATCH THE BANDIT BEFORE HE 
ESCAPES AGAIN 


| LET'S STOP THE ~ 

1 NONSENSE MADA- 
l MOISELLE T KNOW 
THE KILLER IS J 
' INSIDE THAT m 

fc. dummy: JB 
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r I KNOW T SHE'S LYING ' IT WAS ALL HER IDEA! 

NOTHEENGr SHE PROMISED TO CUT ME IN ON 
ABOUT THIS ) TUNGSTEN'S INHERITANCE IP I . 

at all: 2 helped her kill him : 


HE EES MAKING ) YOU MIGHT AS WELL TELL THE ’ 
ALL THEE5 UP ! J TRUTH ! I KNOW YOU'RE IN ON 
—■, ,- < THIS, MAOAMOISELLE FIFI ' ANC 

W Bn j lying wont.get you anyplace , 


X OBJECT ^ 

to lose 
ACCUSATIONS, 
MEESTER 
LaRUE 1 YOU 


IF IT's PROOF YOU WANT WE CAN START 
\ WITH THE DUMMY I I FOUNO OUT THAT 
THERE'S NO OTHER DUMMY AROUND 
/ LIKE THIS i THEY DON'T MAKE THEM 
/ UNLESS THEY'RE ORDERED SPECIAL 
AND THERE'S NO REASON TO ORDER 
ONE SPECIAL UNLESS YOU WANTED TO 
HIDE SOMEONE INSIDE 1 --. 


'for further proof of the part you PLAYED 

IN TUNGSTEN'S MURDER, I'D LIKE TO POINT OUT 
THAT IT WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE FOR ANYONE 
HIDING INSIDE THIS DUMMY TO SHOOT IN THE 
RIGHT DIRECTION, UNLESS YOU TURNED IT SO 
THAT THE VICTIM WOULD BE IN THE DUMMY'S 
V FIRING UNE ! s' 


INNOCENT 
WOMAN 1 


THAT WAS PRETTY SMART OF 
YOU TELLING TUNGSTEN NOT 
TO COME ALONE :VOU FIGURED 
THAT THE PERSON WITH HIM 
WOULD ESTABLISH THE PERFECT 
ALIBI THAT YOU HAD NOTHING 
TO.DO WITH THE MURDER, 

SINCE YOU ACTUALLY DIDN'T ) . 
SHOOT THE GUN - 


THAT'S WHY YOU HAD MRS. CLAIR 
HERE SO THAT WHEN X WAS 
SHOT, VOU'D ALSO HAVE A WIT¬ 
NESS THAT YOU HAD NOTHING 


YOU ARE STILL GOING TO BE 
KILLED, MONSIEUR 'TUNGSTEN 
WAS A FOOL TO THEENK I 
WOULD MARRY AN OLD MAN 
LIKE HEEM BUT I DID NOT IN¬ 
TEND TO LET ZAT INHERITANCE 
SLIP AWAY, AND I STILL OON'T ! 
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SjATER— WELL, I RECKON THIS FINISHES UP THIS 

--— 1 CA.SE i TUNGSTEN WAS SUPPOSED TD 

BE A PRETTY SMART HOM8RE, BUT HE WASN'T 
SMART ENOUGH NOT TO HAVE BEEN TAKEN IN 0Y 
A PRETTY PACE HIDING A HEART OF STEEL 


NOW YOU HAVE YOUR CHOICE, L. 
MADAMOISELLE FIFI ! YOU CAN 
EITHER MARCH TO THE JAILHOUSE 
WITH OR WITHOUT WEARING HAND- 


MIGHTIEST 


GREATEST! 


ACTION! 


Wm 


LAUGHS! 


ADVENTURE! 


OON'T WALK! 
DON’T RUN: 


FLY TO YOUR NEAREST NEWSSTAND! 


where 
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IOPINE I’LL TEST MY PITCHING ARM*- 
AND SEE IF I CAN HIT THAT HITCHING POST 
. ACROSS THE STREET IN FRONT OF BUSBY’S 
—<—<_ GENERAL STOf^B > , ^ . 


HYAR GOES A PERFECT 
. BULL’S-EYE' 


WHAT THE — CGPRR!) SOME NO-GOOD 
VARMINT THREW A ROCK AT MY WINDOW 
AND BROKE IT.' IF I CATCH THE MISERABLE 

MAVERICK WHO DID IT, I’LL BRERK ,- 

f HIS JAW.' ______— 


lEfcPATlW 


fS;; 

£ENERALSTORE 
























































LASH LaRUE WESTERN 


I’M PUTTING DAYLIGHT 1 

BETWEEN US .'IT'S A LUCKY 
THING I CAN RUN FASTER — 
^ THAN BUSBY/ 


MEANWHILE A SHORTDISTANCE 
f OP AHEAD ON THE STRUT... 


BUSBY IS A POWERFUL HOMBREJ 
I BETTER MAKE SURE HE -g- 
• DOESN’T CATCH UP _J^S 
WITH ME l • r r - - 


I’M NOT GOING TO SAVE 
MY BANANA FOR LATER < 

. I’M GOING TO EAT IT V 

X* Risht now -j-J 


HE’LL NEVER CATCH 

^ ME - -O0/P5/ 


r SPLURGLE* < 

CGLUB t GLllB) 


C SPLUTTER, splutters 

^ (GULP/? m 
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OOOOF! HEY, TAKE „„„ , ' 

IT EASY/ YO’RE ,T (GRRR.^ NEVER 4 
"~7 BENDING MY MIND THE WISECRACKS, 
V- SHIRT.' S, YUH WISE AI.EC/ YUH . 

/ BROKE MY WINDOW 
MBJBFJw AND DON’T DENY IT/ 


SZ4W, R/VX? DIDN’T YUH SEC 
ME RUNNING HOME TO GET 

THE MONEY TO ,— -* 

PAY PER IT.' ^ rGASPlf/ 


YUH DON’T EXPECT ME TO SWALLOW THAT 
BIG LIE, DO YUH? YUH WEREN'T RUNNING 
HOME TO GET MONEY TO PAY FER MY ■*&, 
BROKEN WINDOW/ YUH WERE 
tauM JUST RUNNING.' 


ENOUGH 

NOW, 
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' NO.' I KNOW YUH HAVE NO 
> INTENTION OF COINS HOME 
ANO GETTING THAT MONEY.' * 
YUN’D JUST BEAT IT.' SO CUT 
OUT THE NONSENSE ANP HAND 
OVER TEN DOLLARS FER ^ 


>YUH MEAN 
YUH DON’T 
BELIEVE ME? 


yuh’ll see .' yuh broke my 

WINDOW TESTING YORE AIM, 
WELL, YLIH’LL HELP ME RAISE 
MONEY BY LETTING OTHER 
HOMBRE5 TEST THEIR AW' 


I KNOW HOW TO MAKE UP < 
THE COST OF A NEW WINDOW, 
' AND YO’RE GOING TO BRING 
THAT MONEY 
IN FER ME ' 


I’M SORRY, BUT I HAVEN’T 
ANY MONEY.' AFTER ALL, 

YUH CAN’T GET BLOOD 
OUT OF A STONE j-f ^ NO 


culpi: z - 

WHAT HAVE 
f YUH GOT < 
L IN MIND ? 


OUCHi Ay&ee! (&RQPN) 

> mvow0f 4 

^ ** NEXT TIME I TEST MY AIM 
7 I’LL AIM AT MUHSELF 
Wmm FER GETTING INTO A MESS 
LIKE THIS ■ 


SHORTLY AFTER. 


LINE UP, GENTS .' 
YUH’LL ALL GET ■ 
A CHANCE TO HIT 
r. DUSTY.' >,4 


I TEST yOURAIM' 

THREE THROWS 
! FOR 2SO 
R5EE IF YOU CAN 

4hit dusty in the 

L HERD WITH , 

Wa baseball J 
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YUH COULD SPEND THE REST OF YORE LIFE 
HYAR AND I DOUBT IF YUH’D EVER SEE ^ 
HIM WITHOUT AN APPLE 


sr@ms 

B.KEEFER, rsor. 


~?NB AS APPLES 
CLARK RIDES 


THAT’S APPLES 1 IF AN ^ 
CLARK.' HE EATS J APPLE A S. 
APPLES FER y DAY KEEPS 
BREAKFAST, A THE DOCTOR , 
LUNCH AND j AWAY, I < 
DINNER AND S.PITY POOR 
THEN MUNCHES ) CLARK’S 
ON A FEW IN S DOCTOR !/ 
BETWEEN MEALS) HE’LL \ 
FER A LISHT V STARVE TO , 
SNACK --^DEATH <J 


HYAR HE COMES 
NOW.' I BETTER ’ 
SET OUT OF SI6HT/ 
► I DON’T WANT 4 
HIM TO SEE ME^$ 


HIS RANCH FER N 
DRINKINS.NO ONE 
‘ IN TOWN WILL > 
GIVE ME A JOB.' ^ 

, 1 INTEND TO PAY . 
APPLES CLARK < 
BACK FER THAT i) 


. THIS SHOULD DO 
THE TRICK/1 KNOW 
THAT OLD HORSE 
OF HIS IS GUN SHY 
SO THESE FIRE¬ 
CRACKERS SHOULD 
* START HIM r-a 

L stepping; 







M 







































LASH LaRUI WESTERN 



W AS TH( nrtCCHKKfRS STtWT TO SO OFF. 


WHOEVER IS DOING ALL 4 
, THAT SHOOTING INSIDE 
A THAT WAGON IS RE5PONS' 
I ISLE FOR THIS.' THAT'S. T 
/ WHAT'S SCARING THAT J 
HORSE.' ----— 


APPLES OB NO APPLES, 

IF CLARK CRASHES INTO THAT 
MONUMENT DOWN THE ROAD, 
HE’S GOING TO NEED MORE j 
THAN ONE DOCTOR! j — 


< >FIRBCMCHERS /THERE’S NO ^ 

way to stop them from going off^ 

• EXCEPT TO DUNK TwfcM IN A BUCKET < 
OF WATER.' BUT BY THE TIME I FOUND 
A BUCKET OF WATER, THIS WAGON 
‘ WOULD BE WRAPPED AROUND TH E A. 
MONUMENT. 1 i — 


WE’RE HEADING STRAIGHT 
FER THE MONUMENT.' 

I CAN’T LOOK.' mag^M 
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WHAT’S THE BIG IDEA OF CARRYING 
LIT FIRECRACKERS IN YOUR WAGON ? 

ARE YOU TRYING TO BREAK 
——. YOUR NECK ? 


DO I.' IF I CAN CATCH UP 70 THE 
HEAVE HIM INTO THE HOOSEGOW. 
THE FIRECRACKERS SHOOT THEM- ■ 

i'll give you back the reins . 

CAN TAKE OVER.' 


► IF IT HADN’T BEEN FER THAT ROVING MARSHAL, ■ 
LaRUE. EVERYTHING WOULD HAVE WORKED OUT I 
JUST A5 I HOPED.' NOW I STILL HAVE TO THINK 
OF SOME WAY TO GET MY REVENGE ON APPLES 
CLARK/ APPLES CLARK —SAY.' THAT GIVES 
ME AN IDEA 7 WHY DIDN’T I THINK OF _-J|| 

^ . r THIS BEFORE/ B 


r CT AS 500W AS KINKADE 

leaves— / -«sr 

7-—-- ' 1 SURE AM 2 

HUNGRY/ I DON’T RECKON 
APPLES CLARK WOULD MIND IF 


9 

ir* 


X BORROWED 01 
OF HIS APPLES / 

MMI 

l’> 

j 



-i 


































LASH LaRUE WESTERN 



wnd when apples clank 

'PETS BACK TO HIS RANCH. 


THAR’S NO BULLET WOUND / THAT’S VERY 
NOR AN r OTHER HIND OF S POSSIBLE, 
MARK ON HIM SOI RECKON ) CLARK.' BUT 
IT MUST HAVE BEEN A CONSIDERING 

HEART ATTACK THAT Jt HE’S SO YOU NO, 

- killed him; rriaP'- i think it 

fV-- WOULD BE AP- 

■ 0K> VI5ABLE TO HAVE 
\ THE CORONER MAKE 

an autopsy/c; 


I FOUND TRACES OF A POISONED *<. I DON’T . 

APPLE IN THE DEAD MAN’S STOMACH.’ ) AGREE 
IT LOOKS AS IF CLARK POISONED ^ WITH YOU, 
AN APPLE AND GAVE IT TO CORONER.' 

HIS HELPER/ CLARK WOULDN’T 

■- „ -BE THAT STUPID/ 

H ^ / -V \ 9 AFTER ALL, HE 

/igg** iPl M.m KNOWS EVERYBODY 

mm I 1 W / V IN TOWN CONNECTS 

W: Y*W » / -, HIM WITH _ 

C APPLES. 1 M 


LASH, AND YUH WERE RIGHT/ THAT 
JASPER DIDN’T DIE FROM ANY NATURA 
CAUSES —HE WAS POISONED! AND 
IT LOOKS MIGHTY BAD FER —-<* 
* APPLES CLARK.' mv*rr 


(CORONER'S 

I OFFICE 


admittance 


"canWHILE. 


•LET ME SEE—VBS/5 
HE DOES HAYE ONE ^ 
ENEMY THAT I KNOW a 
OF! HE FIRED A 
JASPER NAMED ) 


THE POISON USED WORKED ^vX \ 
INSTANTANEOUSLY/ THAT MEANS \\ 
THE COWBOY HAD TO GET THE / \ 
APPLE EITHER DIRECTLY OR r<^\ \ 
INDIRECTLY FROM CLARK/ > 

IF YUH OON’T THINK WOULD *" 

APPLES CLARK DID IT, ) YOU KNOW IF 
WHO 00 YUH THINK /CLARK HAD ANY 
IS GUILTY? rrP^-Tsi ENEMIES?^ 
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the MARSHAL. 

I’VE GOT TO 
> SET OUT OF < 
JT-7 HYflR - ) 


CAN REST EASY, LASH. 1 I’M 
ONLY SORRY I COULDN’T > 
REWARD YUH IN ANY «£- 
gTBETTER FASHON'/' / 


I ME THE 
GREATEST 
, REWARD 
I COULD 
EXPECT- 
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HOWDY , * - * 

WAGON WHEELS 
WHAT'S NEW ? 


•••I JUST RECEIVED 
A LETTER FROM . > 

MY COUSIN WHO <, 
WENT OUT TO THE [ 
COAST TO SEEK 1 I 
HIS FORTUNE .* 


/ (HOW 
r-" J IS HE 
MAKING 


JEEPERS YORE T THAT'S 

COUSIN HAS /RIGHT- -- 
BECOME A ^ 

diamond cutter yST 1 
out on the_ y 

v COAST ? KW 


cc/rs Wf G/MS3 
and buns a lawn- 
mower AT THE TOWN 
BASEBALL FIELD 

(gasp)'.' r\ 


Now You Can Get LASH LaRUE WESTERN Each Month, By Mail 

(Please print your name clearly in pencil) 


GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 


FAWCETT PUBLICATIONS INC. 
SUBSCRIPTION DEPARTMENT 
CREENWICH, CONN. 


YOUR FRIENDS 


FAWCETT PUBLICATIONS INC. 
SUBSCRIPTION DEPARTMENT 
CREENWICH. CONN. 

YES, send LASH LaRUE WESTERN every 
month to the names below, as my gift. 

Address . 

City.Zone ... State. 

□ 12 issues □ 24 issues ■ □ 36 issues 


YES. send me LASH LaRUE WESTERN 

every month. 


full payment. 


I am enclosing $ 


Name ... 
Address 


(CHECK ONE) 

O' 12 Issues for $1.20 

□ 24 Issues for $2.25 

□ 36 Issues for $3.00 


City.Zone ... State. 

O 12 issues □ 24 issues □ 36 issues 


My gift card should read 

















































AW 



LASH LaRUE WESTERN 


he's *erN ^ 

'acting very 
naughty 

LATELY • iM 


-'LITTLE SON, 
OSWALD : 


^ HUH? WHAT’S J> 

> THE MATTER, ^ 
MOLASSES MOUTH’ 


HE JUST DOESN’T 
BELONG! 


JEEPERS, z thought 
IT BELONGED TO 
/TS MOTHER.' ■r~7((. 
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' NOW YUM CAN SEE WHY I SENT FER YUH.LASH! \ 
THERE GOES ANOTHER BATCH OF KIDS SNEAKING III" 
INTO AN EMPTY FREIGHT TRAIN.' SINCE MOST OF LS*!* 
THOSE KIDS ARE HOMELESS AND PENNILESS, /ZcT* 
I HATE TO CHASE THEM AWAY. BUT IF r-rjW^XV 
ANYTHING SHOULD HAPPEN TO THEM 1/ 

THE RAILROAD WOULD BE BLAMED/ /// tULC J? , 
\ WHAT'S TO BE DONE IN THIS Sft] 111 ^ / 
V— matter? -r Tififi 1 111! 1111 


'I'M AFRAID I HAVEN’T GOT THE ANSWER TO 
A PROBLEM AS BIG AS THAT.' SINCE THE 
CHILDREN OF TODAY ARE THE CITIZENS OF J 
f TOMORROW, HOMELESS CHILDREN 
V SHOULD BE THE PROBLEM J it, I 
OF EVERYONE /'/ 


THAT SOUNDS LIKE A FIGHT.' 
I RECKON WE'D BETTER 
W HAVE A LOOK/ A 


f AWAY, THERE'LL BE ANOTHER 
BATCH TOMORROW/ I RECKON 
I MIGHT AS WELL GOON AS a 
I HAVE BEEN DOING AND ^ 
tw MAKE BELIEVE THAT ^ 
1 DIDN’T SEC THEM.' Jk 


Right to climb into 

THAT BOXCAR! IF YOU 
WANT ME TO, I'LL . 
CHASE THEM M 


PERU 
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ANYWAY? 


OKAY. N 
FELLOWS, 
BREAK 
IT UP! . 


HOW 00 \BECAUSE I SAW WHO' 

you KNOW, \DID TAKE IT? AS WE 
HARVEY?/WERE CLIMBING INTO 
S Y the boxcar, i saw Y 
V CHUCK SUP THE \ 
I ; -— —r money out 7 


ONLY ONES IN THAT M 
CORNER? HE'S THE ^ 
ONLY ONE WHO COULD 
HAYE SWIPED THE A 
MONEY FROM ME? S 


r WHO'S 
CHUCK? 


I USUALLY SAVE THE BULLWHIP FOR 
BANDITS, B?UT IT CAN WORK JUST AS 

*•*- well on a v———— 

K. BAD BOY' 
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'if THAT'S TRUE, THEN YOU HAVE NOTHING To' 




you TOLP ^ 
E you DIDNT 
HAVE ANY x' 
MONEY/ ) 


worry about; now empty out your . 

POCKETS/ 



ONE...TWO...THREE/ just/ 

THE AMOUNT THAT WAS /S 

TAKEN FROM PIXIE/ t-TH 

WHAT PO YOU HAVE I WHAT 
TO SAY TO THAT, r^-r G01 
—r CHUCK? y V_ At 


IF THIS MONEY IS REALLY 
VOURS, CHUCK,YOU ^ 
SHOULPNT HAVE ANY ^ 
TROUBLE TELLING ME f 
HOW MUCH IS HER E/^[ 


HE MEANS' 
HE DIDN'T J 
r GET A ■ c 
CHANCE TO 
COUNT IT/. 


/~\£ IT WAS JUST A CASE OF YOUR TAKING THE ^ 

THREE COLLARS. CHUCK, I'P GIVE YOU ANOTHER ’ 
CHANCE/ BUT YOUR RECORP IN THIS TOWN IS VERY j 
BAD! THE SHERIFF'S BEEN LOOKING FOR YOU -4 
EVER SINCE YOU MALICIOUSLY BROKE THE WINDOW 
OF THE GENERAL STORE AND STOLE AN OLD LADY'S . 
; PURSE/ UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES, 

y I HAVE NO CHOICE-taggPifi 


COURT.’ I'LL 
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•BUT TO SENTENCE 
OU TO HARP GATE „ 
REFORM SCHOOL/^ 


^THIS IS Aa YOUR FAULT, 

HARVEY.' IF yOU HAPNT 
SQUEALED. I WOULPNT 
V BE HERE.' I'll GET -S 
C YOU FOR THIS// 


IF IT'S All RIGHT 
WITH YOU, JUDGE, 
■ I'P LIKE YOU TO 
RELEASE THEM IN 
i MY CUSTODY/ 


OF COURSE, LASH, Y 1 KNOW THAT, JUDGE, 
BUT WHAT ARE YOUR ) BUT I'VE GOT AN IDEA 
PLANS FOR THEM? / AND. IF IT CAN BE ^ 
YOU COULDN'T < WORKED OUT. THE ^ 
POSSIBLY SUPPORT ) BOYS WILL BE ABLE 1 

-- I T0 SUPPORT J 

THEMSELVES/ 


SALARY/ 


I HEARD TELL, MR. HUDKINS, 

- - YOU WANTED TO J 

SELL YOUR TjCl 
l RANCH/ Jtji 


AFTER,/ /LASH LaRUE/ 

E WHAT BRINGS 

!0... /SglYUH HERE?, 


* THAT'S TRUE.' I'M GETTING A LITTLE N, 

TOO OLD TO RUN A BIG RANCH LIKE THIS, 
BUT I DIDN'T KNOW YUH WERE INTERESTED 

. IN GOING INTO THE RANCHING ._ 

LjJrpTBUSINESS, LASH.' 


HERE'S MY LIFE'S SAVINGS, MR. HUDKINS/ ^ 

I KNOW IT WILL ONLY MAKE A SMALL DENT 1 
IN THE PRICE YOU PROBABLY WANT FOR 
THE RANCH, BUT IF YOU'RE WILLING TO TAKE 
THE REST OF THE PAYMENTS IN SMALL -4 
INSTALMENTS, I'YE SOT A VERY INTERESTING 
PROPOSITION TO MAKE TO YOU.' - ^ 
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A FEW WEEKS LATER. 


IT'S 

UNBELIEVABLE- 


WELL, WHAT PO 
r tOU THINK, 
MAYOR? JZ 


— I NOT ONLY ACCEPT YOKE PROPOSITION, 
LASH, BUT I'M WILLING TO CONSIDER YORE 
DOWN PAYMENT AS FULL PAYMENT FER THE . 
SPREAD, PROVIDING I CAN STAY ON AS > 
^ONE OF THE SUPERVISORS.' .farrfjJ 


Y naturally; we cant expect the ) 

RANCH TO BE AS PROFITABLE AS IF 
EXPERIENCED JASPERS WERE RUNNING 
IT, BUT WE LITTLE WE MAKE FROM . 
THE BOYS DOING ALL THE CHORES < 
L SHOULD BE ENOUGH TO SUPPORT A 
X THE BOYS'RANCH/ 


P LASH DESERVES ALL THE CREDIT FER 
THE IDEA.' BY GIVING THESE BOYS A 
PLACE TO GROW UP WHAR THEY CAN „ 
DEVELOP HEALTHY BODIES AND HEALTHY 
MINDS, HE HAS GUARANTEED THAT 
. THE FUTURE OF OUR COUNTRY > 
gjAwiLL BE IN GOOD HANDS/^C- 


— BUT WONDERFUL ! 
A ONE HUNDRED PER 
9 CENT BOVS' RANCH 
I FER HOMELESS 
BOVS! 
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AND JUST AS IMPORTANT AS WORK IS RECREATION.' 
THOSE MEN BACK THERE ARE DIGGING A HOIE WHERE. 
WERE GOING TO RUT IN A SWIMMING CREEK/ AND - 
WE'RE GOING TO USE THE CORRAL FOR A SMALL-FRY 
—-—■«-,- J RODEO.' 


AND WE'RE NOT FORGETTING ABOUT THEIR ^ 

EDUCATION, EITHER.’ THE BUNKHOUSE HAS 
BEEN TURNED INTO A SCHOOLROOM AND , 
THE LOCAL SCHOOL MAM HAS AGREED/ 
TO SPEND A FEW HOURS HERE EVERY } 
DAY GIVING THE BOYS LESSONS/ 


I DIDN'T ASK YOU HERE, MAYOR, \l CAN DO EVEN BETTER 

FOR CONGRATULATIONS.' I WANTED \ THAN THAT, LASH.' THE 
TO SHOW YOU THE PLACE SO YOU /GOVERNOR IS RIDING / 
COULD SEE WHAT CAN BE DONE < THROUGH TOWN THIS 
IF SOMEONE PUTS THEIR MIND TO ) AFTERNOON AND I'LL SEE 
IT' WHAT IM HOPING FOR NOW IS /THAT HE STOPS BY HYAR. 
THAT YOU MIGHT BE ABLE TO -<IF HE GETS INTERESTED 
INTEREST SOME WEALTHY PEOPLE ^ IN THIS PLAN, THE REST 
IN OPENING UP SIMILAR RANCHES / WILL TAKE CARE f-' 
FOR OTHER HOMELESS CHILDREN J—7 OF ITSELF.' ) 
ALL OVER THE WEST/^^ - 


MEANWHILE, ON AN OUTER 
FKiNGE OF THE EONS' 

~ RANCH... f 


HEY, WHO'S 
ir THAT? r- 


IT'S CHUCK!' 

HOW DID j 
„ YOU GET -« 
r HEREr Jt 


T I ESCAPED FROM THE >*** 

REFORM SCHOOL.' WHERE'S, 
-•THATSQUEALER, 
l HARVEY?/~-s^5W 


EITHER POINT THE\ OUCH! 
SQUEALER OUT TO OUCH! 
ME OR I'LL BREAK/ALL RIGHT, 
OFF YOUR ARM -r^ALL RIGHT/ 
AND GIVE IT TO )sl^ ^ 
YOU FOR A I f 

r PRESENT /y I / • 


LOOK, CHUCK, EVERYTHING^ 
SWELL AROUND HERE.' WHY . 
DON'T YOU JUST GO ON 
YOURWAY? IF YOU 
STAY HERE, YOU'RE 
BOUND TO CAUSE / 

A LOT OF wrfja F 
TROUBLE/ Stef's 


FT DIDN'T 
/ASK YOU 
FOR ADVICE, 
w ‘ DIXIE.’ > 
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HE'S OVER 

, there < 

RIDING 


WELL, GO GET HIM 
DON’T TELL HIM Wl 
—7 WAITING FOR 
HIM.' 


(GROAN. 1 ) 
ALL RIGHT, 
CHUCK.'> 


PSSSST.' 

. HARVEY.' - 
SOMEONE 
WANTS TO 
7 SEE YOU " 
NEAR THE 
-T WIRE << 
( FENCE .') 


I'M NOT SUPPOSED \ 

TO TELL YOU, HARVEY, 1 
BUT IT'S CHUCK.' J 

HE ESCAPED A 
FROM THE \~AA‘ 


I THINK THE ^ 

BEST THING YOU 
CAN PO, HARVEW 
IS TO RUN AS 
FAST AS YOU CAN 
TO THE RANCH . 
§r HOUSE.' jX, 


CTHAT WOULDN’T DO ^ 

]ANY GOOD' CHUCK 
J WOULD ONLY COME 
'BACK AGAIN, LATER' 
RECKON I’LL HAVE 
/TO HAVE A SHOW- 
. DOWN WITH HIM// 


CHUCK! 


SCHOOL.' 


I SAID I'D GET 
EVEN WITH YOU 
FOR SQUEALING 
ON ME, AND > 
THAT'S WHAT ] 
I AIM TO VO\ J 


WHEN I GET FINISHED WITH 

you, you’iL wish you had . 

'-77—r KEPT yoUR MOUTH 
I -- —% SHUT l 


"'YOU’RE MUCH \ 

BIGGER THAN 
I AM, CHUCK, 
BUT WHEN ARE 
" YOU GOING TO ■< 
©ROW UP IN 
YOUR HEAD? J 


LOOK, I SAW YOU 
I TAKE THE MONEY, 
> BUT I DIDN'T , 
’ SAV ANYTHING jd 
UNTIL DIXIE S. 

BLAMED TED/ 

7 I COULDN'T 
r STAND BY AND 
SEE HIM GET ’ 
7 LOCKED UP FOR . 
( SOMETHING <" 
HE DIDN'T) 
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HARVEY'S NOT 
BREATHING.'* 
\OU KILLED 


V 7C JU DKUUMm HNniE/ .w_ , 

' MG , 1 THAT MARES YOU AN ACCESSORY 
TO THE CRIME.' I WAS IN THAT i 
REFORM SCHOOL LONG ENOUGH A 
TO FIND OUT AIL ABOUT THE 'Y 

. LAW.' IF I'M GOING TO 
Wtarf HANG FOR THIS. ' ^^B 
rB^SO WILL YOU.' 


MOUTH SHUT, DIXIE.' 
YOU'RE IN THIS AS j 
DEEP AS I AM.' y 


THERE MUST BE A GUN SOME - *i 

PLACE IN THAT RANCH HOUSE.' YOL 
JUST MARE SURE YOU BRING IT 
TO ME WITH MY FIRST TRAY OF 
FOOD.' AND REMEMBER, NO 
TRICKS, OK ITS THE HANGMAN'S 
NOOSE FOR YOU, TOO! 


I'LL TELL YOU WHAT TO DO.* 
UNTIL THIS BLOWS OVER ^ 
YOU'LL HAVE TO HIDE 
ME HERE: IT'LL BE r^A G 
UP TO YOU TO KEEP \ WHI 
ME SUPPLIED WITH >CA( 
FOOD AND A GUN.' / POS! 


YOU SENT ) HAPPENED.' MY < 
r FOR ME, —s SIX-SHOOTER IS 
MR.HUDRINS?J MISSING FROM . 
S-4, ,., <Tr MY DESK. 1 yf 
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JUST THEN. 


BETTER 


DEAD; 


l HATE TO BREAK 
ON YOU LIKE THIS, 
MR. HUPKINSi BUT 
WE JUST FOUND . 
_ HARVEY... -*** 
|T DEAD.' jm 


SHORTLY AFTERWARDS'. 


1 DON'T SEE ANYONE STANDING UP.' EVIDENTLY WHAT \ 

I SAID DIDN'T MAKE MUCH OF AN IMPRESSION ON YOU, I 
BUT MAYBE THIS WILL! THE WHOLE FATE OF THIS J 
BOYS' RANCH, AND THE FUTURE OF OTHER RANCHES 
LIKE IT BEING OPENED, DEPENDS ON THE GUILTY PARTY 
GIVING HIMSELF UP.' THE GOVERNOR IS PUS HERE IN 
A SHORT WHILE AND IF THIS MURDER ISN'T SOLVED 
BEFORE HE ARRIVES, HE'S BOUND To BLAME THE / 
CRIME ON IMPROPER MANAGEMENT AND ORDER Jg 
XSTran ;-T-Z the RANCH CLOSED.' 


''WE WANT'' 

THE GUILTY 


I'VE CALLED mu. iuu cuts lootiHEK \ •."‘XZZ' J. 

BECAUSE OF THE TERRIBLE THING THAT ) ^RTYTO BE 
JUST HAPPENED/ THERE HAVEN'T BEEN /WAN ENOUGH 
ANY OUTSIDERS ON THESE GROUNDS, «/ ™ SMNP UP 


WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE MAYOR, 

IN WEEKS.' SO WE CAN ONLY CONCLUDE 
THAT ONE OF YOU BOVS HAP AN > 

ARGUMENT WITH HARVEY, LOST .. 


AKBUMtNI WIIH HflKVtV, LU» I 

YOUR HEAD AND ACCIDENTALLY 
KILLED HIM,' ^ 


THIS RANCH IS THE BEST THING 1 

THAT EVER HAPPENED TO A 
HOMELESS KID LIKE ME.' I DON'T 
WANT TO SEE THE WHOLE IDEA -4 
GO UP IN SMOKE—BUT 1 DON'T! 
WANT TO HANG.' WHAT . 
f SHOULD 1 DO? 


I'M THE A I'M SORRY TO HEAR THAT, 

PARTY /DIXIE! NOW I’D LIHE 
VOU'RE \TO GET THE WHOLE r 
LOOKING 1 STORY.' START AT ) 
FOR, LASH//TVE BEGINNING// 


OR MYSELF AS SOON AS YUH SAW -< 
CHUCK.' BUT NO MATTER WHAT CHUCK 
SAYS, YO'RE NOT RESPONSIBLE FER , 
POOR HARVEY'S MURDER/ I 

CHUCK WAS JUST TRYING / WHERE 
TO SCARE YUH INTO r-^1 IS CHUCK 
DOING AS HE SAID!) V. HIDING 7 


V YUH'D BETTER BE 
r CAREFUL, LASH' HE 
HAS MR. HUOWN'SGUI 
L AND HE WOULDN'T 

rr m 
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LUNCH TIME IS NEAR.' ARE YOU 
GAME ENOUGH, PIXIE, TO BRING 
CHUCK SOME FOOD SO WE CAN, 
DRAW HIM OUT OF HIS 
-^HIDING PLACEf^^^H 

\ \“ /anything 

\\ YOU SAY, ,. 

/W¥l \l T LASHi j 


I DON'T ) / X DON'T EXACTLY 
DOUBT IT, *-< KNOW, LASH/ BUT 
BUT ID SURE VHE MUST BE ABLE, 
HATE TO USE fc"' TO SEE ME -< 
MY GUN ON / APPROACHING THE 
HIM/NOW X EDGE OF THE SPREAP 
TELL ME, WITH THE FOOP ^ 

WHERE IS y BECAUSEEVERY\ 
HE HIDING? A TIME I GOT THERE, t 

*- -—\r V 1 FOUNP HIM t 

WAITING. 1 


r YOU’RE 
r REAL EARLY 
TODAY, DIXIE/ 
k ANYTHING 
^ SPECIAL ' 
K GOING ON? 


THIS TIME YOU’RE NOT 60ING TO' 

REFORM SCHOOL/ YOU'RE GOING 


■/ I NEVER SAW N 

'ANYONE DRAW AS 


GO AHEAP, . 
CHUCK/ < 
REACH FOR 
YOUR GUN.' 
I'M READY < 
FOR YOU.' 


NOTHING SPECIAL... \ 

UNLESS YOU WANT TO CALL 
YOUR CAPTURE SPECIAL//' 


DIRECTLY TO THE JAILHOUSE V 
WHERE YOU'LL STAND TRIAL FOR 
MURDERING A POOR, INNOCENT ^ 
CHILD/ IT'S DELINQUENTS LIKE 
YOU, CHUCK, WHO MAKE IT TOUGH 


FAST AS THAT.' DON'T 
L SHOOT.' I GIVE > 
Bftnar UP/ jr^ 


ON ALL THE OTHER 
children;_^ 


'USH, THE GOVERNOR IS CRA7Y ABOUT THIS' 

rMUPl DALIOU inCA nP UrtBCC' CFCCADC I HU/t 


LATER. 


BOYS' RANCH IDEA OF YORES.' BEFORE LONG 
THAR'LL BE A BOYS' CAMP FEK HOMELESS _ 

t—r- BOYS IN EVERY PART >_-jjE 

f* V. OF THE WEST.'- 






































PEACEFUL PERCY 

(Continued from inside front cover) 
going to have a gun. X aim to have all firearms 
tossed into deep gorge. You boys look husky— 
you can enforce the law without weapons.” 

Hogleg and Trigger looked at each other as 
if they thought the new sheriff was loco. They 
were even more sure of it when Peaceful Percy 
bellowed, “All you cowards that are hiding on 
roofs and under porches watching all this— 
throw down your guns!” 

Some of the watchers were so startled, they 
threw out their weapons right away. But 
“Come Seven” Reno, the gambler, raised his 
rifle over the edge of the Casino roof and drew 
a bead on Percy. “A lawman like that has to 
die afore he discomboobalates our whole set¬ 
up,” said Reno, to himself. 

Percy must've caught the glint of the rifle 
barrel sideways out of his eye. He "flipped a 
shot upward and it crashed the gun plumb out 
of Reno’s hands. After that, everybody in town 
kind of hurried to toss their guns into the 
dusty street. 

And then Percy did the thing that really 
amazed everybody more than they’d ever been 
amazed before. He ordered Reno down off the 
roof and pinned a deputy badge on him! 

“Some lawman he’ll make!” grumbled the 
few good citizens. “Why a gambler like Reno 
don’t have no more respect for the law than 
if it was a dead toadfrog!” 

Well, afore he was done, Percy had signed 
on a dozen of the hardest characters in the 
whole town as his deputies. And he wouldn’t 
allow any one of ’em to be armed with much as 
a slingshot. That's when the wild bunch began 
calling him Peaceful Percy and changing the 
name of the town to Creampuff City. 

The ordinarily peaceable people of Lawless 
like the banker, the storekeeper, the postmaster 
and so forth, were a mite on edge at first. They 
didn’t like the idea of having a dozen hardcase 
deputies. But with no guns, the town began 
to get real peaceful. Nobody was afraid of get¬ 
ting shot, so they all went about their business 


with zeal. Soon the town was booming, busi¬ 
ness doubled, everyone was making plenty of 
money. Even the gunless deputies prospered. 

One day the sheriff called them all together. 
Peaceful Percy said, “You boys have done right 
well as deputies. You’ve kept peace and order 
around this town. Lawless is no longer law¬ 
less. And you’ve done it all without guns or 
weapons of any kind. I’m especially proud of 
Hogleg, Trigger and Reno. 

“Well, I tell you. Before I came here, you 
all were the most feared men around. That 
was because you were gunslicks. Now, as 
deputies, you are still feared, but respected. 
And you’ve all turned honest. It’s downright 

All the deputies glowered at the sheriff. 

Peaceful Percy continued, "I know you all 
hate me. You figure that since I’ve got guns 
and you haven’t, that gives me an advantage. 
Well, I’m going to give you your advantage!” 
He drew one Colt from his holster and tossed 
it at Hogleg. He flipped out the second six-gun 
and handed it to Trigger. He got a rifle out of 
his saddle boot and gave it to Reno. 

“Now you boys can use me for target prac- 

The hardcase deputies were too startled to 

“But,” continued the sheriff, "I got a tip 
that the Purple Gang is coming in to take over 
Creampuff City. If you boys have any pride, 
you’ll finish them off before you get me!” 

It was amazing. Hogleg yelled, “We’re with 
you. Sheriff!” Trigger hollered, “We'll stop 
the Purple Gang cold!” Reno said, “Sheriff, 
take back the rifle—yo’re a better shot than 

Well, the rest of the story is short. Those 
hardcase deputies gave the Purple Gang what- 
for and saved Creampuff City. Then, instead of 
shooting down Peaceful Percy, they all turned 
their guns over to him. Hogleg seemed to be 
speaking for all of them when he said, “You’ve 
just got to admire a real man!” 

THE END 







